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or ignorant hands. They were the more
willing because co-operation in this cause
was a means of knitting together the different
communions in a unity which transcended
their distinctions. The scholars, on the other
hand, doubted the competence of the multi-
tude to extract truth from the Bible without
assistance, and as churchmen they deemed
it disloyal to withhold the Church's guidance
from inquirers. The Bible, they argued,
ought not to be circulated by churchmen
without the Prayer Book as its companion,
and therefore churchmen ought to confine
their support to the society (the S.P.C.K.)
which spread both together. The conflict
was fierce about 1812 ; it is needless to say
that neither side confessed defeat.

Nine years later the strife of Marsh with
Evangelicalism was renewed. He was now
Bishop of Peterborough, and used his position
to attempt a deadly blow. He tried to cut
off the supply of Evangelical clergy at its
source. The party had recognized the strength
of the freehold position, and many of its
members were safely ensconced in parishes,
while Simeon was using his own wealth and
that of his admirers in buying up advowsons
that his followers might have free scope.
They were invulnerable, but it occurred to